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EDITORIAL. 


Reports received from all quarters indicate much movement in 
library affairs, partly as a result of the approach made to muni- 
cipalities by the Library Association, partly because of the 
agitation initiated by Walthamstow, which we record in part else- 
where. The difficulties of the political and industrial situation do 
not seem to make a satisfactory m/é/ew for an improved library 
situation, but, nevertheless, some of the most successful ventures 
of the past have seemed to be forlorn hopes. It is so now; the 
overwhelming weight of public opinion is clearly in favour of 
removing the disabilities from which libraries suffer. The ques- 
tions asked and answered in the House of Commons recently show 
that the Local Government Board is not well posted as regards the 
position of opinion; but the Library Association is now in a 
position to relieve that august body from the difficulties of 


ignorance. 
* 


It is gratifying to note the unanimity which exists as to our need 
amongst towns of entirely different characters. Thus, Bournemouth, 
Ilampstead, Poplar and Sunderland may be cited as representing 
probably every shade of social life; and all these have resolved 
that the penny limit should be removed. Criticism there has been, 
of course, of a type that is familiar to librarians: —libraries are 
luxuries, rates are increasing, economy is necessary, too much is 
already spent on books, and there has been the speech of the 
Provost of Montrose, which our contributor, Callimachus, deals 
with elsewhere in this issue. ‘The most absurd criticism we have 
seen comes from The Croydon Advertiser; and that is that the 
libraries have hitherto done so splendidly with the penny rate that 
their work is the soundest argument against any increase in the 
rate. The simple fact that one penny has the value of the pre-war 
halfpenny does not seem to have penetrated the mind of the writer. 
We are glad to record, however, that the Croydon Council has 
given its concurrence to the removal of the limitation. 


* * 


In the larger towns least difficulty has been experienced in the 
matter; probably because large towns have a preponderance of 
men with high business acumen ; or, at least, with the perception 
that no institution can maintain the standard of 1914 in 1919 
without increased means. Thus, when the Manchester Committee, 
which already operates with a twopenny rate, brought its proposal 
of a threepenny one before the City Council, the latter body agreed 
without waiting for the Chairman of the Libraries’ Committee to 
complete his speech of advocacy. In Liverpool] similar powers were 
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granted with similar readiness. Every large city in the Kingdom 
has now increased its library expenditure beyond the penny; and 
it is remarkable that smaller communities can resolve that the 
combined wisdom of their larger fellow is foolishness. 

* * 


Reverting to the statement of the Montrose Provost that the 
Library Association is a sort of trades union, and that the object 
of its activity is to secure larger salaries for libraries, we are of 
opinion that this sort of statement is calculated to drive librarians 
into trades-unionism, which hitherto they have resolutely avoided. 
If the Provost has a conscience which can justify completely the 
salaries now paid to library workers, we congratulate His Worship 
upon the general ease of mind that he must enjoy; but we fear 
that the truth is probably that he has never given the matter much 
consideration. These things are forced upon us by the report of 
the last meeting of the Library Assistants’ Association. The 
meeting was largely attended by assistants who have returned from 
the Forces ; and one and all they deciared that they were not to be 
expected to work for existing salaries. They had ‘‘ heard enough,” 
they declared, ‘‘ about the Penny Rate; that was not their bust- 
ness; their salaries were; and it was the business of Library 
Authorities to provide the means to pay them.” This, difficult as 
it is, is logic and common sense. The L.A.A. is seeking affiliation, 
we understand, with the National Association of Local Government 
Officers. The Library Association has shown that it is impotent 
to influence the remuneration of librarians—perhaps, indeed, this 
is beyond its province—and it is only natural that municipal 
library workers should throw in their lot with the general body of 
municipal workers. 

x 

The (University of London Gazette contains a statement of the 
highest moment for librarians. The Senate has approved the 
proposal that a University School of Librarianship shall be 
organized at University College, and has authorised a Committee 
to bring the matter to an issue. The School will be dependent, we 
believe, upon the obtaining of a maintenance grant from the body 
that has done so much for libraries in this country; and there is 
every hope that this will be provided. The School will be a day 
school primarily, but will provide evening courses; and _ its 
immediate goal will be a University Diploma consonant with, and 
indeed granted in conjunction with, the Diploma of the Library 
Association. It is clear that ultimately such a school would lead 
to the establishment of a degree in librarianship, involving, in all 
probability, a three years’ course after matriculation. This is 
looking ahead somewhat; but the whole scheme presents serious 
questions to present library workers, and it must be followed 
carefully. Given increased library means, the School should do 
much to revolutionize the profession. 
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A CONFERENCE ON THE LIBRARY RATE. 


A second conference of delegates from Metropolitan and extra- 
Metropolitan Library Authorities was held at the Walthamstow 
Town Hall on March 13th to consider the Library Rate. Mr. C. 
Jesson, M.P., presided over a gathering which represented Acton, 
Cheshunt, Croydon, Deptford, East Ham, Hackney, Hampstead, 
Hornsey, Ilford, Lambeth, Poplar, Stoke Newington, Tottenham, 
Twickenham, Walthamstow, West Ham, and Willesden. The whole 
question was debated, and the feeling was unanimous that unless 
relief was forthcoming the closing of several public libraries in 
Greater London was imminent, and that notice of the grave situation 
must be placed before the Government. Some difference of opinion 
existed as to the best means to meet the difficulty, some authorities 
favouring the abolition of the restriction on the rate-income of public 
libraries; others being inclined to approve the principle that 
Government should make grants in aid. This gave rise to the 
difficulty that delegates could not vote (with direct authority) on a 
common Resolution to Parliament, but all agreed that immediate 
action was necessary. It was moved and seconded :— 


“That this Conference of Delegates representing Local 
Authorities of Greater London is of opinion that, in view of the 
reduced purchasing power of money, it is now impossible to main- 
tain rate-supported public libraries on the pre-war basis of the 
limited penny rate, and requests that this statutory limitation 
be removed in order that such sums as Local Authorities may 
deem to be necessary may be levied for their efficient maintenance, 
provided that such sums do not exceed a twopenny rate.” 


The suggestion of restriction contained in the last clause of this 
resolution did not find favour with the meeting, and was subse 
quently withdrawn by the movers, but, even with this alteration, 
many delegates were unable to support it, as their Councils, whilst 
favourable to application for Government grants, had not expressed 
their views concerning the abolition of the rate limitation. To 
meet the case Alderman Keiland (Hornsey) moved, and Councillor 
Dongray (Walthamstow) seconded, an amendment to the original 
resolution to read as follows : — 

“‘That this Conference of Delegates representing Local 
Authorities of Greater London is of opinion that, in view of the 
reduced purchasing power of money, it is now impossible to main- 
tain rate-supported public libraries on the pre-war basis of the 
limited penny rate, and is of opinion that means should be founa 
by the Government for obtaining such sums as are deemed neces- 
sary for their efficient maintenance.” 


This amendment met with unanimous agreement. Mr. Jesson 
advised that this further resolution be circulated to all Library 
Authorities in Greater London, as well as to the Prime Minister 
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and the Ministers for Education and Local Government. He also 
suggested that, if the Conference selected delegates to wait upon 
the Presidents of the Board of Education and the Local Governmnt 
Board, he would be pleased to arrange for their introduction. The 
desirability for such delegation was apparent to the meeting, and 
the following delegates were selected :—-Miss Cr. Balkwill, repre- 
senting Hampstead Public Libraries; Mr. Cr. Burton, representing 
Hackney Public Libraries; Mr. Cr. Dongray, representing 
Walthamstow Public Libraries; Mr. W. E. Doubleday, represent- 
ing Hampstead Public Libraries (and the Library Association) ; 
Mr. Ald. Kelland, representing Hornsey Public Libraries; Mr. 
Cr. Nesh, representing Deptford Public Libraries; Mr. Cr. Odell, 
representing Ilford Public Libraries; Mr. Cr. Pelton, repesenting 
Croydon Public Libraries. 

On the motion of Ald. Greenhill (Hampstead), seconded by Cr. 
Odell (Ilford), the thanks of this Conference were accorded to Mr. 
Jesson for his interest and assistance, and to the Walthamstow 
Library Authority for convening the meeting. 

Mr. Cr. Pelton extended a welcome to the Conference to meet at 
Croydon when progress with the matters in hand necessitated a 
further meeting. 

The proceedings terminated. 


A UNIVERSAL CLASSIFICATION 
By ROBINSON SMITH. 


The Classification of the Yale Library has been worked out 
recently along independent lines, but unfortunately came too late for 
inclusion in my comparative table published in the February num- 
ber. It is as follows: Encyclopedias and Learned Society Publica- 
tions, History (except American), American History, Kulturges- 
chichte, Geography and Meteorology, Comparative Philology and 
Orientalia, Classical Philology and Antiquities, Modern Philology 
(except English), English Philology, Fine Arts, Philosophy and 
Psychology, Education, Theology, Economics and Sociology, 
Political Science, Law, Mathematics and Astronomy, Physics and 
Chemistry, Natural History, Medicine, Technology and Military 
and Naval Art and Agriculture, Music, Bibliography, Special 
Collections. 

We now have before us for easy reference the leading Library 
Classifications, and it is possible to draw a few conclusions from 
them. First, it may be noted that apart from the fact that the 
Columbia Classification is based upon the Dewey system, and the 
Chicago University upon the Library of Congress (which is also 
the system of the National Library of Wales), no two of the Classi- 
fications agree. They have, in general, grown up independently to 
suit the needs of the various libraries as the librarians conceived 
them. Secondly, it is interesting to see what subjects they have 
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in common. Apart from the Alphabetic Mnemonic scheme, if we 
analyse the 18 classifications now before us, we arrive at some such 


table as this :— 
TotaL Times 


Cass. NoMENCLATURE EMPLOYED. EmMPLoyep. 
ART (arts 4, arts and trades 1, fine arts 9) ... .. 14 
BIBLIOGRAPHY (bibliography 10, various 3) ... 13 
BIOGRAPHY (biography 6, various 1) is: 
EDUCATION (education 4, pedagogy 1) 5 
FICTION (fiction 2, novels 2) 4 
GENERAL WORKS (general works 5, various $10) . 15 
GEOGRAPHY (geography 3, various 5) ; ee ae 
HISTORY (history 1i, various 5) 16 
HISTORY—auxiliary sciences 6 
INDUSTRY (various 5) 5 
JURISPRUDENCE (law 7, jurisprudence 3, 

various 1) . 11 
LITERATURE (literature 8, language and literature 

4, various 2) ‘ 14 
MEDICINE (medicine 8, various 2) 
MUSIC .... 
NATURAL SCIENCES. (natural sciences 6, natural 

history 2, various 2) ‘ 
ORIENTALIA (various 3) - 3 
PHILOLOGY (philology 5, language and literature 

4, various 4) ’ 13 
PHILOSOPHY (philosophy 9, various 5) 
RELIGION (religion 4, theology 7, various 7) aw 
SCIENCE (science 5, sciences and arts 4, various 3)... 12 
SOCIOLOGY (sociology 6, social sciences 3, political 

sciences 3, various 6) - 18 
TECHNOLOGY eee 5, “useful arts 3, 


In addition to the above, there are a aren of individual subjects, 
such as the particular sciences, that are used once or twice. 

Our third point would be, and this we derive from a study of the 
above table, that although scarcely two of the eighteen classifica- 
tions agree either as to order or to subjects, there is a general 
agreement running through the whole as to subjects; necessarily 
so, since the branches of knowledge are the same the world over. 
There is no essential objection, therefore, to a universal classifica- 
tion. 

Our composite list is almost such a classification. The first thing 
to be remarked about it is that it is an alphabetical list: that is, it 
has twenty or more divisions, and each division should be repre- 
sented by a letter of the alphabet (rather than by the numbers | to 
10) as indeed is the case with all but two or three of the library 


8} 
0 
a 
st 
b 
li 
0 
a 
i 


187 


THE LIBRARY WORLD. 


classifications actually in use. It would seem as if the decimal 
system were theoretically dead, and I may add that Monsieur Otlet, 
of Brussels, who has been its chief exponent on this side, is now 
altogether a revisionist. The decimal system is bound to persist for 
some time to come, because it was first in the field, and has been 
worked out to greater completeness than any other. But it is also 
bound to be superseded, because it has led to bankruptcy, both in 
library-work and in commerce. 

We are, then, in a fair way to agreement. Once we decide that 
our standard classification must be alphabetical, the next point to 
agree on would be the order of subjects, and inasmuch as any order 
is to a large extent arbitrary, if a certain order had overwhelming 
practical advantages, it is not likely that we should refuse it. Is 
not that order fairly well set out for us in the composite list given 
above’? We should, no doubt, wish to group Music under Art, and 
Bibliography does not seem inevitable as a main class, but with a 
few such changes we surely should not be forcing matters if we 
arrived at some such list as this: Art, Biography, Classics, Dic- 
tionaries and grammars, Economics and _ sociology, Fiction, 
Geography, History, Jurisprudence, Literature (Modern European), 
Medicine, Natural History, Oriental languages and literatures, 
Philosophy, Religion, Science, Technology and trades, Voyages 
and travels. The overwhe!ming advantage of such an order is that 
the notation is mnemonic: A represents Art, B Biography, ete. 
And it is not likely that if we can so easily agree as to our main 
classes, we should come to blows over the order and nomenclature 
of the groups under each class. It may be noted that the above 
classification has the further advantage of being the same in French 
as in English. It is often said of an alphabetical scheme that 
it is not international ; but surely it is as much so as the decimal. W 
would as clearly denote War to a Frenchman as 355 would. 

The reconstructing world is looking to librarians for a standard 
classification. It does not ask them to put it to use at once in their 
own libraries, heavily handicapped by shortage of shelving-room, 
staff and funds. But it groans and travails because it has no sure 
and universal way of gathering in and pouring out the truth. The 
use of cylindrical lenses to cure astigmatism, of quinine to check 
malaria, the new world opened out by Mendel’s law, delay in each 
case twenty years, because once discoveries are made, there is no 
automatic way of bringing them to every student's attention. Science 
is fairly overrunning with possible achievement, but we keep the 
stream of her immeasureable blessings to a few well-worn channels, 
instead of directing it through a thousand. May we not, a few of 
us who are interested, get together and talk the matter over, or 
thresh it out in the pages of the Library World, or arrange our 
Reference-rooms accordingly, and see what happens? There are 
stumbling-blocks, but these may become stepping-stones ; there may 
be setbacks, but these should only drive us further ahead. 
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LETTERS ON OUR OWN AFFAIRS. 
My Dear ERatosTHENES,— 
QUESTIONS IN PARLIAMENT. 

You are right in your implication that we are possibly on the eve 
of events; in fact, of probably the most interesting crisis in public 
library history. A question on the limitation of the rate has 
actually been asked in Parliament by Lieutenant Ramsden, and 
other questions of a similar character have been asked by Mr. 
Jesson. The reply of the Local Government Board was not encourag- 
ing, but then it was not informed. They had received a few repre- 
sentations asking for increased financial powers for libraries, Major 
Astor said, but his hon. friend had no evidence of a wide-spread 
demand. We shall soon enlighten the gallant Major, I hope, upon 
that issue. In the response to Mr. Jesson the same conviction was 
expressed, by Mr. H. A. L. Fisher replied also, saying that libraries 
were receiving his attention. Perhaps there is hope in that. 


Tue Canvass. 

You will doubtless have heard by now that the Library Associa. 
tion has received 200 replies to its circular letter to Library Authori- 
ties. I am told that 137 of these resolved that the penny limit on 
the library rate should be removed altogether, that 28 resolved that 
some increase, not unlimited, I suppose (just as if that were prob- 
able!) should be allowed ; 11 deferred consideration of the matter ; 
and the remainder took ‘‘ no action.” Thus we discover that already 
there is a large majority of authorities who have the mere business 
acumen to recognise the present situation. 


Tae Sitvation. 

Never in my long experience of the ups and downs of library life 
have I come across the blessed word “ libraries’ in newspapers so 
frequently as of late. We are discussed, condoled with, tolerated, 
etc., etc., more than ever before. This is a good sign: the more 
criticism, constructive or otherwise, we encounter, the better. We 
need publicity if we are to succeed ; our case is sound enough ; and 
we seem to be getting that publicity. Out:of che issues of its 
circularising efforts, I hope the L.A. will decide to lay all the facts 
it has before the Government departments concerned. As you 
remark, by implication, it is a little difficult to know what depart- 
ment really is concerned with us; but that is all the better in some 
ways. If while our future is in the balance we are able to make our 
case to the officials (the Presidents of the Board of Education, the 
Ministry of Health and the L.G.B.), who may be concerned wsth 
it, there is hope that they will adjust their views to the actualities 
of the situation. I believe there is a movement afoot to place the 
now strong support of municipal authorities before these powers. 


Tue Wattuamstow Movement. 
A report of the second conference of London and Greater London 
library authorities which was held at Walthamstow last month, has 
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reached me. The meeting, while differing considerably as to the 
way to effect it, was unanimously of opinion that the means of 
libraries must be increased; and they appointed a deputation to 
wait upon the Prime Minister and the President of the Local 
Government Board, which Mr. Jesson has promised to introduce. 
Hampstead is also sending a deputation. So it seems we are moving 
at last. 
Criticism. 


Some of the most amusing (and annoying) things we have heard 
about libraries and the Library Association have come up in con- 
nection with this movement. The ancient burgh of Montrose was 
recommended by its library committee to support the L.A. move- 
ment ; and the excellent Provost, who, of course, presides over the 
Council of the burgh, came out with a speech worth printing :—- 


The Provost said that at the meeting of the Library Committee 
only 9 of the 14 members were vresent, so that the request did not 
come before them with any great weight of authority. Although he 
had been interested ia the work of the Library from the beginning, 
he was not in favour of the removal of this restriction. When the 
Town Council agreed to have the Library rate, they did so because 
the rate was not to exceed 1d. in the £1. No doubt there had been 
some difficulties,but on the whole the experience he had had of the 
working of the arrangement was that it was better, in the interests 
both of efficiency and economy, they should work with restriction 
than without restriction, because if unrestricted they were liable to 
incur expenditure they would rather not incur. his Librarians’ 
Association was in the main an Association of librarians, and had a 
kind of trade union aspect about it, and this chiefly was a move for 
increases of salary to a greater extent than could be given under the 

resent restriction. (Hear, hear.) The Council knew how they had 

n driven, sometimes by authority outside themselves on the part 
of the Government, and sometimes just because there was no restric- 
tion, by persistent applications in one direction and another, and 
they had been obliged to give in, so that it was of importance they 
should maintain this restriction. They had the prospect of having 
a considerable increase made to the valuation of the burgh, and when 
these additions were made the penny in the £1 would yield a larger 
library revenue, so that they would be able to pull along. Much as 
he was interested in the Library, and ready to support it, he could 
not consistently press to keep down the housing rate te a penny in 
the £1, and in, the same breath ask for the removal of the restriction 
in the Library rate. He moved that they decline to accept the recom- 
mendation of the Library Committee. 


Having thus fulfilled his duty as impartial chairman by this 
remarkable statement of the character of the L.A., it was not 
wonderful that the Council accepted his views. His remark that we 
are chiefly out to increase our salaries was wide of the mark. The 
arguments of the Provost for the restriction are so extreme that 
merely to print the speech is to point out its absurdity. 


CALLIMACHUS. 


[The Editor does not hold himself responsible for the opinions of the 
writers of ‘‘ LETTERS ON OUR AFFAIRS.” 


THe Liprary WokrLD. 
LIBRARY NEWS. 


[Readers are invited to send us items of news for this column. Brief 
Notes on innovations, interesting happenings, appointments and changes 
and other local items of general interest are particularly welcome.] 
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At SunDERLAND it has been decided that the Lending Libraries 
which have been closed at 7.30 p.m. during the war shall continue 
for the future to close at that hour, on the grounds that the 
improved and shorter working hours of other sections of the com- 
munity make later closing unnecessary, and the difficulty of getting 
staffs to work so long daily. 

Norwicu has adopted the Museums’ and Gymnasiums’ Act, 1891, 
and the product of the halfpenny rate levied thereunder is to be 
divided between the Public Library and the Museum. Each will 
benefit to the extent of more than £400 per annum. 

_ Ata meeting of the Wixcuester City Council, on 6th inst., the 
following resolution of the Library and Museum Committee was 
passed : — 
‘“‘ That the thanks of this Committee be accorded to Mrs. 
Piper for her services as Acting Librarian during the absence 
of the Librarian, Mr. A. C. Piper, on military service. 

Mr. Councillor R. W. Hooley, F.G.S., Chairman of the Library 
and Museum Committee, presented the minutes, and observed that 
it would be noticed that Mrs. Piper would be terminating her con- 
nection with the Library owing to the return of her husband. 
During the time Mrs. Piper had been Acting Librarian she had 
carried out the work with great efficiency and satisfaction to all. 
The number of books in circulation was greater, and more people 
had used the Reference Library. 


Personal. 

At the meeting of the West Hartiteroot Town Council, on 
March 5th, Mason Downey was congratulated by the Mayor on his 
safe return and on winning the D.S.O. Major Downey, we may 
say, was in the O.T.C. on the outbreak of war, and was immediately 
made a sergeant-instructor, and later transferred to the 13th D.L.1. 
as a second lieutenant. He rose through all ranks to major, and 
commanded the battalion in the field. He several times declined 
the rank of colonel, and was twice mentioned in despatches. The 
award of the D.S.O. was, says the ‘‘ Official Gazette,’ made “ for 
excellent work in the field. . . . He has shown great gallantry 
on several occasions, notably near Martinpuich on the Somme, when 
he was wounded in the leg by shrapnel. He refused to be relieved 
(although unable to walk), as this would have left his company 
without an officer in an exposed and very heavily shelled position. 
This is the second occasion on which this officer has refused tu be 
relieved when incapacitated. At Wezmacquet this officer showed 
great military skill in extricating a reconnoitring patrol—with the 
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loss of only one man wounded—when surrounded by Germans.” 
Major Downey, who is a native of West Hartlepool, has been in 
the Public Library service from his youth. He and his Chairman 
(Colonel Robson) are the only members of the D.S.O. living in the 
town. 

We regret to notice the death of the Dean of Norwich, the Very 
Rev. H. C. Beecuinc, which occurred at Norwich. The Dean was 
barely sixty years of age, and his work as poet, critic and lecturer, 
and especially his labours in the Shakespearian field, will long be 
remembered. We are more concerned here with his valuable ser- 
vices as a member of the Norwich Library Committee for several 
years, in which capacity he supported the library in whole-hearted 
and enlightened fashion. His literary lectures to library audiences 
were of the best of their kind ; and he will be greatly missed by the 
people of the Cathedral City. 

We record with regret the death of Mr. Epwin G. Wuirte, the 
Sub-Librarian of the Canterbury Public Library. Mr. White was 
appointed Junior Assistant in 1911, and for the past three years had 
been Sub-Librarian. As a Boy Scout he'won the Scout Life Saving 
Medal for rescuing a boy from drowning in 1910. As a Librarian 
he was much esteemed for his courtesy and geniality. 


LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 
REPORTS. 

Hyde (Borough). Free Public Library: 24th Annual Report, 1918. 

Librarian: Joun Cuorton. Population 33,487. Income: £686 
—from Id. rate (2d. may be levied) £585. Expenditure: books, 
binding and periodicals, £142 ; rent, rates and taxes, £115 ; salaries, 
£256. Stock: lending, 14,016; reference, 1,733 Issues: lending, 
74,293, of which 17,339 were children’s books; reference: 4,730. 

The report is characteristic of Mr. Chorton’s enthusiasm, and he 
proves conclusively that Hyde has a valuable civic asset in its 
library. The issues show an increase of 11,709. In common with 
other librarians, he deplores the meagreness of the library funds, 
and complains that wear and tear seriously depletes his stock. ‘‘ In 
the open access system,” he writes, ‘‘the depreciation was one of 
the things we took into consideration, but really some of the readers 
go beyond the limit of reason in handling books before they make a 
selection.” Really, Mr. Chorton is to be congratulated upon the 
fact of which he complains! We notice with some astonishment the 
classification of the staff, as consisting of: ‘‘ Man 1, Females 3, 
Caretaker 1, total 5.” 
Nortuampton (County Borough). Annual Report of the Chief 

Librarian and the Keeper of Museums, 1917-18. 

Librarian: Recinatp Witrrip Brown. Income: £1,982 from 
Id. rate £1,714. Expenditure: books, binding and periodicals, 
£944; salaries, £808; lighting, fuel and water, £2!1. Stock: 
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lending, 23,228; reference, 16,798; juvenile, 3,754. Issues: 
lending, 277,467 ; reference, 24,274; juvenile, 57,684—an over-all 
increase of 26,679. 

The library flourishes, and is conducted in no ungenerous manner, 
although the funds are quite inadequate for the work. A large 
increase in juvenile issues is shown, in spite of the fact that, the 
department was closed, owing to the influenza epidemic, in October. 
298 Braille books were issued, and Councillor Catt delivers the 
books by motor to blind readers and collects them, a service which 
we are not surprised to jlearn is greatly appreciated. A special 
ticket enabling its holder to borrow a third book has been issued to 
students at the technical and art schools. A commercial section has 
been formed in the reference library. Four music lectures were 
given. 

Bury (County Borough), Public Library, Art Gallery and 

Museum. Seventeenth Annual Report, 1917-18. 

Librarian: Joun H. Saaw. The library appears to have had a 
successful year. There is no financial statement, and the lack of 
the Library Association summary, which should be in every report, 
prevents us from any further comment upon the report. 

Hove (Borough). Twenty-sixth Annual Report of the Public 

Library Committee, 1918. 

Librarian: Joun Wittt1am Lister. Population 46,500. Income 
£1,730—from rate £1,648. Expenditure: books, binding and 
periodicals, £505; salaries, £654; loans, £207. Stock: lending, 
18,689; reference, 10,513. Issues: lending, 140,330; reference 
(part estimated), 36,170. 

The issues increased by over 20,000 from the lending libraries, 
and increased reference use is indicated. An exhibition of war 
trophies was a success. ‘‘ The Committee increased the allowance 
made to assistants in respect of professional certificates. The former 
allowance was ls. for each certificate. The new allowance is 3s. 
for the first, 4s. for the second, and 5s. for the third.” 

Norwich Public Library. Readers’ Guide, V. 7, No. 5. January, 

1919. 

A well-constructed and annotated short list on the Housing 
Problem, which shows the library to be well-furnished with books 
on this important subject, precedes the usual annotated and 
classified list of additions. 

We have received the Fifth Annual Report of the Carnegie 
United Kingdom Trust, and we hope to give it a full consideration 
in our next issue. 


REVIEWS. 
LIBRARY PUBLICATIONS. 
Lisrary or Concress.—A Check List of the Literature and 
Other Material in the Library of Congress on the European War. 
Compiled under the direction of Herman H. B. Meyer, chief biblio- 
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grapher, with the co-operation of members of the Library Staff. 
Royal 8°, pp. 293. Washington, Government Printing Office. 
30cts. 

This list indicates the large amount of material available in the 


- Library of Congress on the War. Of books and pamphlets alone 


there must be something like nine or ten thousand items. One 
would like to see a similar printed list brought out by the British 
Museum authorities, since undoubtedly it would prove both 
interesting and ef much use at the present moment. 

The Library of Congress bibliographies are especially valuable, 
and every librarian must feel extremely thankful that they are in 
existence. The present issue is merely an author list, but we may 
live in hope that it will be succeeded later on by a full and complete 
subject catalogue. 

Besides books and pamphlets are included Periodicals and News- 
papers, Trench and Camp Papers, Broadsides and Posters, Prints, 
and a very extensive collection of war music of all nations. 

The latter from the division of music under the guardianship ot 
Mr. Sonneck comprises about 4,900 entries, and is chiefly remark- 
able as showing the great number of songs and choral efforts the war 
has given rise to. A somewhat striking fact is that there are so few 
intrumental works in this catalogue. Have composers been inspired 
by the war only to write vocal music? 

Richard Strauss wrote early in the war, and in 1915 or 1916 pro- 
duced an orchestral piece inspired by the war, which is wanting, 
although possibly is it not in print as yet, having been, possibly, 
performed only from the MSS. score. 

In War Periodicals, and especially trench newspapers, the library 
is evidently not very rich. Hardly one of the numerous English 
and Canadian journals is represented, although there is a very long 
list of French. 

The work as a whole, however, forms a most valuable and im- 
portant addition to the growing list of war bibliographies, and one 
for which the library profession must feel very grateful ! 

We have recently had through our hands a catalogue of the 
Library of the Second Reserve Brigade Artillery, compiled by Mr. 
James Ross, of Walton and Fazakerley Library, LiverPpoo., and 
Ex-President of the L.A.A., whilst in training there before leaving 
for France in 1917. 

The catalogue is a model of what such a catalogue should be. It 
is divided into three parts :-— 

(1) Alphabetical Subject Catalogue and Author List combined. 

(2) Classified Catalogue arranged on the Dewey Decimal system. 

(3) Fiction Catalogue: Author and Title entries arranged alpha- 

betically. 

All the non-fictional books are classified according to Dewey, and 
an improvised author mark has been used for fiction. 

The catalogue, including supplement, runs to some eighty fools- 
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cap pages of closely typed matter. The selection of the books has 
also been done with discrimination, and altogether the authorities 
are to be congratulated on having their excellent library so 
admirably arranged and catalogued. 

Rocupate Public Libraries. Books for the Building and Allied 

Trades. 24pp. Gratis. 

A classified, annotated list, convenient in size and admirable in 
design and execution, which is calculated to be of first-rate service 
at the present moment. A voucher form, with perforation, forms 
an appropriate preface to the work. 


GENERAL. 

Kincaip, C. A., C.V.O. Tales from the Indian Epics. Cr. 8vo., 
pp. vi., 130 illus. Oxford University Press (Humphrey Milford), 
1918. 2s. 6d. net. 

A series of stories retold from the Ramayana and the Mahabharata, 
with nothing lost of their original fascination. 

Green, Leonarp. The Youthful Lover. Cr. 8vo., pp. 68. Oxford, 
Blackwell, 1919. 3s. 6d. net. 

Prose studies with a psychological and literary interest, slight but 
attractive. 

A Thousand of the Best Novels. Newark,.New Jersey. 1919. 5c. 
The first edition of this list was issued in 1904. 

Four Lists compiled for the U.S. Shipping Board. To be distri- 
buted by this Board as part of their efforts to interest the 
American public in its merchant marine. Compiled by Miss 
M. L. Provost, under the direction of John Cotton Dance, 1918. 

The White List. 


A monthly contrbution to the Nation's Business on some phase of 
business literature, made by the Newark Public Library, 1918. 


POETRY. 
Tuornety, THomas. Verses from Fen and Fell. Cr. 8vo., pp. x98. 

Cambridge University Press, 1919. 4s. 6d. net. 

These poems are, says the author, of the flimsiest texture and of 
the lightest possible calibre, ‘* callow owlets’’ which have been dragged 
from their snug obscurity and are now blinking and shivering in the 
light of day. The author has, however, the power of creating an atmos- 
phere. Here is a sample that is apropos, taken from “‘In an Ancient 
library.” 

In pages spotted o’er with mould 
Some edged with lingering trace of tarnished gold, 
The serried tomes their ponderous wisdom held. 


From age-worn lancet overhead, 
A little glooming, glimmering light is shed, 
And by this light the old-time readers read. 


What did they seek, who gathered here, 
Where but the bibliomaniac cares to peer, 
And the chance-comer scarcely veils his sneer: 


And what was found? Did any rise 
From these cramped seats, with startled wondering eyes, 
Wrapped in the glory of some vast surmise? 
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SCOTTISH LIBRARY ASSOCIATION CONFERENCE. 

A General Conference, organised by the Scottish Library Asso- 
ciation, was held in Glasgow on 27th March. 

Among those present were Sir Donald MacAlister, K.C.B., 
Principal of Glasgow University; ex-Bailie Archibald Campbell, 
Convener of the Committee on Libraries, Glasgow, and Bailie Wm. 
Gemmell, Sub-Convener; Mr. A. L. Hetherington, Secretary of 
the Carnegie United Kingdom Trust; Councillor J. Harrison, 
Chairman of the Libraries Committee, Edinburgh; Bailie J. H. 
Martin, Dundee; Councillor Ryrie Orr, Chairman of the Library 
Committee, Greenock ; Councillor D. Carruthers, Chairman of the 
Library Committee, Kilmarnock; Councillor Thorburn, Vice- 
Chairman, Library Committee, Southport; Mr. 8. A. Pitt, City 
Librarian, Glasgow; Dr. A. H. Millar, Chief Librarian, Dundee ; 
Mr. Frank Pacy, Hon. Secretary, The Library Association; Mr. J. 
Singleton, Accrington (representing the North-Western Branch of 
the L.A.); Mr. R. Whyte, Hon. Treasurer, Stirling Public 
Library; and Mr. E. H. Parsons, Hon. Secretary, Scottish Library 
Association. 

The conference was opened in the afternoon in the Mitchell 
Library. Dr. Hew Morrison, Edinburgh, president of the Associa- 
tion, took the chair. A paper was read by Mr. 8S. A. Pitt, city 
librarian, Glasgow, on ‘‘ The Library Rate in Relation to the 
Financial Position of Public Libraries.” Mr. Pitt drew attention 
to the present financial straightened circumstances in which libraries 
found themselves, due largely to war conditions, but also, he 
thought, to the rapid development of education and the increasing 
calls made on the resources. Notwithstanding the great increase in 
educational facilities and the growing use of public libraries, no 
addition had been made to their resources beyond the annual 
increase of income arising from higher assessable value. What was 
now required was that local authorities would have the same free- 
dom for the development of their libraries as they had for other 
departments of public service. This could be obtained by a general 
Act of Parliament which would provide for an extension or abolition 
of the rate limit. ’ 

Sir Donald MacAlister, who took part in the discussion which 
followed, claimed that if any community wished to spend more than 
jd. per £1 on books it should be free to do so. He did not under- 
stand, he said, what interest was served in preventing a community 
from freedom of action in this respect. 

At the evening session a paper on ‘“‘ Commercial and Technical 
Libraries * was read by Dr. A. HI. Millar, Dundee. A paper by 
Mr. W. Storrie Beveridge, Edinburgh, on ‘‘ Library Work with the 
Young’ was read by Mr. J. M. Leighton, burgh librarian, 
Greenock. Discussions took place on both papers. 
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Have in Stock 


Vertical 
Filing Cabinets 


Quarto and Legal Sizes. 


The interior equipment of Folders, Guides, etc., is adjusted 
to suit individual needs. 


LB DIRECT ALPHABETIC, by name as if arranged for 
a directory. The most direct method of filing and finding 
papers. 

LB NUMERIC FILING, by arbitrary numbers assigned to 
each firm or subject. A system ensuring greatest accuracy 
and a virtual necessity where subject matter requires much 
cross reference. 


LB AUTOMATIC INDEX FILING. A recent invention 
which combines with the Alphabetic, valuable features of 
the numeric filing system. It is a direct method. 


LB MNEMONIC—SUBJECT CLASSIFICATION. A 
method for classifying press cuttings, extracts, reports, etc., 
by subject headings. Co-related matters are brought together 
in a simple orderly way. 


WE CATER FOR ALL NEEDS. 


Library Bureau Ltd., 


London, E.C. . 
Manchester 
Birmingham 
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